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COURSE SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION

A course which focuses on the development of the verbal and nonverbal communication skills for
effective preaching and oral reading of Scripture.  The basic principles of voice quality and tone,
expressions and gestures, and overall platform manners are examined.  The student's verbal and
nonverbal communication skills are evaluated through delivery critique forms and video tapes.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

Upon the successful completion of this course the student will have demonstrated:

1. A basic familiarity and facility with the process of developing sermonic material from the
biblical text.

2. Facility with the activity of outlining the sermon for delivery to an audience.
3. An increased ability to present the sermon to an audience.
4. A growing awareness of the crucial role of preaching in the modern church.

TEXTBOOKS

Required
Chapell, Bryan.  Using Illustrations to Preach with Power.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1992.
Miller, Calvin.  The Sermon Maker: Tales of a Transformed Preacher.  Grand Rapids: Zondervan,

2002.

Recommended
Duduit, Michael, ed.  Contemporary Preaching.  Nashville: Broadman, 1992. 

METHODOLOGY

1. The first part of the course will focus on lectures and discussion of homiletical theory in
an attempt to establish a basic level of preparation for each student. 

2. The remainder of the course, and the major focus, will be devoted to student sermons
presented in the classroom setting and critiqued by the professor, fellow students, and the
student-preacher after reviewing the video of the sermon.
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COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. The student is expected to read the two textbooks in their entirety and provide a
statement of completion on the last day of class.

2. The student is expected to preach four sermons before the class.  The sermons are to
be twenty minutes in length and may be topical, textual, and/or expository, but must
be biblical.

a. A full outline of the sermon must be submitted to the professor by noon of the
day before it is to be preached.  Failure to do so will result in a grade reduction of
a letter grade on the sermon.

b. The student should demonstrate in the sermon outline and delivery that the
sermon has been carefully researched and crafted for biblical and theological
integrity and effective communication.  The study of relevant commentaries,
theologies, and homiletical resources is basic to the course requirements.

c. The student is to provide each member of the class with a typed, one-page outline
of the sermon on the day it is preached.  Copies of the outline will be made by the
faculty secretary if submitted by 10:00 A.M. on the assigned preaching day.

d. The student is expected to review the video tape of his/her sermon within two
days of the preaching date and submit to the professor a typed, two-three page
self-critique within three days of the preaching date.

e. The student is expected to be prepared to preach in class on the dates assigned. 
Failure to do so will result in a grade penalty of one letter grade for that
assignment.

GRADING PROCEDURE

The final grade will be determined primarily by averaging the grades of the four sermons preached
before the class (this includes the outline, the delivery, and the self-critique).  Since the
effectiveness of the laboratory experienced depends so heavily upon peer participation, the
professor reserves the right to include a “participation” component” for either poor classroom
participation or exceptional classroom participation (e.g. presence, dialogue, attitude, thoughtful
peer evaluation, assistance in logistics, etc.). 

Sermons 1—4 = 20/25% Each
[Participation = 20%]

Grades will be averaged using the following scale: F=1; D-=2; D=3; D+=4; C-=5; C=6; C+=7; B-
=8; B=9; B+=10; A-=11; A=12. 
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Literature.  Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1988.
Kaiser, Walter C., Jr.  The Old Testament in Contemporary Preaching.  Grand Rapids: Baker Book
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Preparing Messages.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 1990.  BV/4211.2/.I57
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Westminster/John Knox Press, 1991.
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