ASSEMBLIES OF GOD THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY
BOT 539 Stu. Hist. Bks.: Preaching from Chronicles

Roger D. Cotton Post Session 2002
COURSE SYLLABUS

COURSE DESCRIPTION

An exegetical and homiletical study of 1 and 2 Chronicles, section by section, with the
focus on the Old Testament theological message of the writer. Attention will be given to
principlizing and homiletical application to the church today.

OBJECTIVES

Upon the successful completion of this course the student should be able to:
1. Outline the message of 1 and 2 Chronicles.

2. Identify, explain and apply the major theological themes and concepts
taught in these books.

3. Preach legitimately and effectively the theological principles underlying
any passage in the books of Chronicles.

TEXTBOOKS

Required:

The Holy Bible: The Contemporary English Version. American Bible Society, 1995.

Dillard, Raymond B. 2 Chronicles. Word Biblical Commentary, 15. Waco, TX: Word
Books, 1987.

Selman, Martin J. 1 Chronicles: Introduction and Commentary and 2 Chronicles. TOTC.
Downer’s Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1994.

Recommended:

Barker, Kenneth, ed. The NIV Study Bible. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1985.




BOT 539 Preaching from Chronicles

Roger Cotton
Page 2

COURSE OUTLINE

July 1-9 1 Chronicles

Tues, July 2

Wed, July 3

Focus on foundational principles for understanding
the writer’s message

Read through 1 and 2 Chronicles in the CEV.

Read the author’s prefaces and the introductions to
both required commentaries, if possible.

Thurs, July 4  NO CLASS

Fri, July 5

Mon, July 8
July 10-12 2 Chronicles
METHODOLOGY

Read article by Kenneth Mathews (on reserve)
“Preaching Historical Narrative,” from Reclaiming
the Prophetic Mantle, ed. George L. Klein, if

possible.

Read Walter Kaiser’s article (on reserve) “The
Blessing of David: A Charter for Humanity,” from
The Law and the Prophets, ed. John Skilton and pp
161-171 of Martin Selman’s article (on reserve)
“The kingdom of God in the Old Testament,”
Tyndale Bulletin 40 (1989), as soon as possible.

Turn in your choice of passages for your exegetical
sermon project and a simple outline of the flow of
thoughts in it.

Lecture, discussion, readings, researched sermon outlines and themes, essays.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

1. Be prepared to discuss the passages and readings assigned for each day.
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2.

Read the required commentaries for the passages covered each day. The intent is
to glean the important points contributed by each and cover the major issues.

a) Read through 1 and 2 Chronicles in one or two sittings by the second
class.

b) Read the author’s preface and the introduction to the required
commentaries by the third class, Wednesday, July 3, if possible.

C) Read the article by Kenneth Mathews (on reserve) “Preaching Historical
Narrative,” from Reclaiming the Prophetic Mantle, ed. George L. Klein by
Friday, July 5, if possible.

d) Read Walter Kaiser’s article (on reserve) “The Blessing of David: A
Charter for Humanity,” from The Law and The Prophets, ed. John Skilton,
and pp. 161-171 of Martin Selman’s article (on reserve) “The Kingdom of
God in the Old Testament,” Tyndale Bulletin 40 (1989), as soon as
possible.

Turn in on Monday, July 8, your choice of passages for your exegetical sermon
project and a simple outline of the flow of thoughts in it.

Turn in by Tuesday, August 20, a 5-7 page typed, researched exegetical sermon
outline. The style should conform to Turabian 6™ ed. with your choice of citation
method: footnotes, endnotes, or parenthetical references (see Turabian 6" ed.
chap. 10). However, for a sermon outline few citations are expected. Most of
those needed will be for explanations to the professor, not to the sermon audience.
A list of all sources consulted is needed for proper evaluation of your research. |
greatly prefer to see any signed articles from multi-author works, such as
NIDOTTE and encyclopedias, listed by author and title of the article rather than
the book, (see Turabian 11.26). Also, the outline need not be double spaced
throughout, but do NOT justify the right margin. Provide a title page but no
cover, just staple it.

Thorough, detailed, exegetical research for an expository sermon, to me includes
the following steps:

1) Understanding the language of what the passage says through
comparing translations and doing some word studies, including
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using the New Englishman’s Hebrew Concordance and the New
International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology and Exegesis.

2) Understanding the significance of the historical and cultural
references in the passage through background books and scholarly,
exegetical commentaries.

3) Understanding the literary intent of the passage by outlining the
flow of thought, and studying any literary devices used. If your
sermon does not follow the outline of the passage, you must

supply a separate, simple outline of the flow of topics in the

passage.

4) Understanding the theology intended through analyzing the
theological and thematic terms and ideas used in context of the
book and the whole Old Testament, and determining the
underlying principles intended as the message of the inspired
writer. Here again the commentaries should be consulted, as well
as Old Testament theologies and any other related theological
studies. Be sure to read at least one journal article on your passage
for “A” level work.

The sermon needs to be capsulized at the end of your introduction in a
proposition and a transitional question about that proposition which is answered
by the main points of the sermon. The points must come from the text though
not necessarily in the same order. The main points must be sentences and the
points parallel to one another.

| recommend the approach of Lloyd Perry in a Manual for Biblical Preaching, the
Foundational Pattern, pp. 65-72, 82.

Detailed explanations of significant exegetical decisions need to be written out just
as they will be referred to in the sermon. If certain reasons will not be discussed
publicly to avoid unnecessary confusion, then they need to be put in some kind of
note to the professor set off from the rest of the material. You need to
demonstrate the thoroughness and soundness of your exegetical work to the
professor if not always to the people. Be sure to include what the text meant to
the Chronicler’s readers as well as the principles you see that you want your
people to apply to their lives today. You may include brief descriptions of the
illustrations you plan to use.
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Write a careful conclusion summarizing how you have established your
proposition or answered your question and then suggesting specific applications
for our lives today. Be sure to end with something that will effectively impress
the message on the hearers’ hearts.

6. Turn in by August 20 a 5-7 page typed paper on a theme in Chronicles. This
should involve your own study of both books, using a concordance and
NIDOTTE for key words and consultation of the best commentaries. “A” level
work requires creative research in other sources that deal with your theme,
especially any journal articles.

7. Turn in by August 20 an outline of both books in terms of theological message
and historical content, down to the third level for an “A.” This should show the
overall theological message and major themes as preached by the Chronicler in the
writing of this two-volume history. Include some reference to the theological
significance of the temple in the context of Chronicles.

GRADING PROCUDURE

Reading assignments and class participation 15%
Researched, exegetical, sermon outline 40%
Paper on a theme in Chronicles 25%
Theological outline of 1 and 2 Chronicles 20%

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Ackroyd, Peter R. The Chronicler in His Age. JSOT Suppl. 101. Sheffield, England:
JSOT Press, 1991.

Aharoni, Yohanan, and Michael Avi-Yonah. The Macmillan Bible Atlas. Rev. ed.
New York: Macmillan, 1977.

Allen, Leslie C. The Communicator’s Commentary: 1.2 Chronicles. Waco, TX:
Word, 1987.

Arnold, Bill T., and Bryan E. Beyer. Encountering the Old Testament: A Christian
Survey. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1999.
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Moody, 1994.

. Encyclopedia of the Bible Difficulties. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1982.

Barker, Kenneth, ed. The NIV Study Bible. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1985. (the notes
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Braun, Roddy. 1 Chronicles. WBC. Waco, TX: Word, 1986.
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Dillard, Raymond B. 2 Chronicles. Word Biblical Commentary, 15. Waco, TX: Word,
1987.

Dillard, Raymond B., and Tremper Longman, 11l. _An Introduction to the Old Testament.

Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994.

Duke, Rodney K. The Persuasive Appeal of the Chronicler: A Rhetorical Analysis.
JSOT Suppl. 88. Sheffield England: The Almond Press, 1990.

Graham, M. Patrick, Kenneth G. Hoglund, and Steven L. McKenzie. The Chronicler as
Historian. JSOT Suppl. 238. Sheffield, England: Sheffield, 1997.

Hamilton, Victor P. Handbook on the Historical Books. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2001.

Harris, R. Laird, Gleason L. Archer, Jr., and Bruce K. Waltke, eds. Theological
Wordbook of the Old Testament. 2 vols. Chicago: Moody, 1980.
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House, Paul R. Old Testament Theology. Downer’s Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press,
1998.

Hummel, Horace D. The Word Becoming Flesh. St. Louis: Concordia, 1979.

Japhet, Sara. 1 & Il Chronicles: A Commentary. OTL Louisville, KY:
Westminster/John Knox, 1993.

Johnstone, William. 1 and 2 Chronicles. 2 vols. JSOT Suppl. 253,254. Sheffield,
England: Sheffield, 1995.

Jones, Gwilym H. 1 and 2 Chronicles. OT Guides. Sheffield, England: Sheffield, 1993.

Kaiser, Walter C., Jr., ed. Classical Evangelical Essays in Old Testament Interpretation.
Grand Rapids: Baker, 1972.

Kaiser, Walter C., Jr. Quest for Renewal: Personal Revival in the Old Testament.
Chicago: Moody, 1986.
. “The Blessing of David: A Charter for Humanity.” In The Law and the
Prophets, ed. John Skilton, 298-318. Philadelphia: Presbyterian and Reformed,
1974.
. Toward An Exegetical Theology. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1981.

. Toward An Old Testament Theology. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1978.

Keil, C.F. The Books of the Chronicles. Translated by Andrew Harper. Biblical
Commentary on the Old Testament, by C.F. Keil and F. Delitzsch. Reprint,
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1966.

Kelley, Brian E. Retribution and Eschatology in Chronicles. JSOT Suppl. 211.
Sheffield, England: Sheffield, 1996.

King, Philip J. and Lawrence E. Stager. Life in Biblical Israel. Louisville:Westminster
John Knox, 2001.

Klein, George, ed. Reclaiming the Prophetic Mantle: Preaching the Old Testament
Faithfully. Nashville, Broadman, 1992.

LaSor, William Sanford, David Allen Hubbard, and Frederic Wm. Bush. Old Testament
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Rapids: Eerdmans, 1996.

Long, V. Philips. The Art of Biblical History. FCI. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994.

Martens, Elmer A. God’s Design: A Focus on Old Testament Theology. 2d ed. Grand
Rapids: Baker, 1994.

McConville, J.G. L and Il Chronicles. DSB. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1984.

Newsome, James D., Jr., ed. A Synoptic Harmony of Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles.
Grand Rapids: Baker, 1986.

Payne, J. Barton. “1,2 Chronicles.” In The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, ed. Frank E.
Gaebelein, 4: 303-562. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1988.

Perry, Lloyd Merle. A Manual for Biblical Preaching. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1965.

Pritchard, James B., ed. _Ancient Near Eastern Texts Relating to the Old Testament. 3d
ed. With supplement. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University, 1969.

Ryken, Leland, James C. Wilhoit, and Tremper Longman Ill. Dictionary of Biblical
Imagery. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 1998.

Schniedewind, William M. The Word of God in Tradition: From Prophet to Exeqgete in
the Second Temple Period. JSOT, 197. Sheffield, England: Sheffield, 1995.

Schultz, Samuel J. The Old Testament Speaks. 3d ed. San Francisco: Harper & Row,
1980.

Selman, Martin J. “The Kingdom of God in the Old Testament.” Tyndale Bulletin 40
(1989): 161-183.

Soulen, Richard N. Handbook of Biblical Criticism. Richmond, VA: John Knox,
1981.

Stuart, Douglas. Old Testament Exegesis: A Primer for Students and Pastors. 2d ed.
Philadelphia: Westminster, 1984.

Thiele, Edwin R. The Mysterious Numbers of the Hebrew Kings. Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 1983.
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Thomas, D. Winton, ed. Documents from the Old Testament Times. New York: Harper
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Thompson, John Arthur. The Bible and Archaeology. Rev. ed. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
1972.

. Handbook of Life in Bible Times. Downer’s Grove, IL: InterVarsity,
1986.

Throntveit, Mark A. When Kings Speak: Roval Speech and Royal Prayer in Chronicles.
SBL Diss Series 93. Atlanta: Scholar’s Press, 1987.

Unger, Merrill F. Archaeology and the Old Testament. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1954.

Vaux, Roland de. Ancient Israel. Vol. 1, Social Institutions. Vol. 2, Religious
Institutions. New York: McGraw-Hill, 1961; paperback edition, 1968.

VanGemeren, Willem A., ed._ New International Dictionary of Old Testament Theology
and Exeqgesis. 5 vols. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1977.

Walton, John G. Chronological and Background Charts of the Old Testament. Rev. ed.
Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1994.

Walton, John H., Victor H. Matthews, and Mark W. Chavalas. The I'VP Background
Commentary: Old Testament. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2000.

Wenham, J.W. “Large Numbers in the Old Testament.” Tyndale Bulletin 18 (1967):
19-53.

Wigram, The New Englishman’s Hebrew Concordance: Coded to Strongs’s Concordance
Numbering System. Peabody, Mass: Hendrickson, 1984.

Wilcock, Michael. The Message of Chronicles. BST. Downer’s Grove, IL: InterVarsity,
1987.

Williamson, H. G. M. lIsrael in the Books of Chronicles. Cambridge: Cambridge
University, 1977.

. 1 and 2 Chronicles. New Century Bible Commentary. Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1982.




BOT 539 Preaching from Chronicles
Roger Cotton
Page 10

Wiseman, Donald S. 1 and 2 Kings: An Introduction and Commentary. Downers Grove,
IL: InterVarsity, 1993.

Wood, Leon. A Survey of Israel’s History. Revised by David O’Brien. Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 1986.

Wright, G. Ernest, and Floyd Vivian Filson, eds. The Westminster Historical Atlas of the
Bible. Rev. ed. Philadelphia: Westminster, 1956.
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